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CO.PY of all Correspondence upon the subject of Bridget M^Creedy, 'vvlio was 
committed to Nenagh Gaol , as a Dangerous Lunatic, and transferred to the 
Clonmel District Lunatic Asylum by Warrant from the Lord Lieutenant. 



— No. 1.— 

Inspectors of Lunatics to Under Secretary. 

Office of Lunatic Asylums, Dublin Castle, 

Submitted, 21 September 1865. 

That a v/arrant may be issued for the removal of the lunatic named in the Bridget M'Creeily. 
margin, from the Nenagh Gaol- to the Clonmel District Lunatic Asylhm. 

Papers appended. 

The Under Secretary. (signed) George W. Hatchell, 



Enclosures in No. 1. 

Form of Committal Warrant of a Dangerous Lunatic. 



In pursuance of Act 1 Viet, c 27, and 8 &. 9 Viet. c. 107, clause 10. 

County of Tipperary to wit 

By two or more Justices of ihe Peace in and for said county Tipperary, N. R. 

To-tbe Governor of the Gaol of Nenagh. 

Whereas Robert M'Creedy has sworn informations before us stating facts from which it 
appears that Bridget M'Creedy has been discovered and apprehended under circumstances 
denoting a derangement of mind, and a purpose of committing an indictable crime, that is 
to say-^on several occasions, during the past seven or eight months, she has been very 
violent and outrageous in her conduct, pulling me out of bed, striking me, and threatening 
to drown herself; and on the night of the 11th day of September 1865, she jumped out of 
bed, seized hold of me by tlie neck, chuckled me, and pulled me about, and had to run out 
of my house, taking my children to a neighbour’s iiouse for protection ; and I really believe 
she will put an end to her own, life, or kill me, or some of the children, if not put under 
restraint. 

And whereas we have called to our assistance Thomas Spain, Lsq., being a legally 
qualified surgeon ; and on view and examination of the said IBridgetM'Creedy, and on the 
said' informations of the said Robert M'Creedy, 'we are satisfied that the said Bridget 
M'Creedy is a dangerous lunatic. 

These are therefore, in Her Majesty’s name, to charge and commarid you to receive and 
detain in your custody in the said gaol of Nenagh, the body of ^e said Bridget M'Creedy, 
and safely to keep until she shall be removed to the proper lunatic asylum, or otherwise dis- 
charged by due course of law, and for your so doing, this shall be your suflacient warrant 
and authority. 

Given under our hands and seals, this 16tli day of September 1865. 

Senry H. Poe, j.p. (Seal.) 

John Fleming, j.p. • (Seal.) 

(A true copy.) 

J. Mills, 

Head Warder. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

Form to accompany the Committal of a Dangerous Lunatic. 



No. 




Age. 


Eeligtoue 

Persuasion. 


Class of Life, 
Occupation or Call- 
ing, and what 
means of Support, 


Probable canse of ! 
Mental Derangement, | 
and any other j 

particulars connected | 
with the previous 
history of the Lunatic. 


Statement of the Medical 
Practitioner called in by the 
Committing Magistrates 
under the 'Act. 




Blidget M'Creedy. 


25 


Roman 

Catholic. 


Shoemaker's Wife. 




I certify that I have ex* 
amined Bridget M'Creedy, a 
prisoner in Nenagh Gaol- 
that she is of unsound mind,’ 
: and dangerous to be left at 
large. 



Tte above particulars, as far as the facts can be ascertained from the party tendering informations or 
reference to the future medical and moral treatment of the lunatic. 



otherwise, have 



Nenagfa, 16 September 1865. 



(signed) Thomas Spain, Surgeon. 



(A true copy.) 



J. Mills, Head Warder. 



"We certify that we have examined Bridget M'Creedy, now a prisoner In Nenagh Gaol 
and we find that she is a daiigeious lunatic, and iikely to be benefited by beincr removed to 
the District Lunatic Asylum. ° 

(signed) George Frith, 

Surgeon, Nenagli Gaol. 



20 September 1865. 



Thomas Spain, 
Surgeon. 



— No. 2. — 

By the Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of Ireland. 

"WOHEHOUSE — 

^Whereas it Las been certified by the governor of the gaol of the county of 
Tipperary that Bridget M'Creedy is detained in custody in tlie said gaol, as a 
dangerous lunatic, by virtue of a warrant under the hands and seals of Henry 
H. Poe and John Fleming, two justices of the peace of the said county of 
Tipperary, in pursuance of an Act passed in the 1st year of Her Majesty’s reign, 
intituled “An Act to make more effectual provisions for the Prevention of Offences 
by Insane Persons in Ireland,” and of a further Act passed in the 8th and 9tli 
years of Her Majesty’s reign, intituled “ An Act for the establishment of a 
Central Asylum lor Insane Persons charged viith offences in Ireland, and to 
amend the Act relating to the Prevention of Offences by Insane Persons, and the 
Acts respecting Asylums for the Insane Poor in Ireland, and for other purposes.” 

And whereas by another Act passed in the 9th and 10th years of Her Majesty’s 
reign, c. 1 15, it is^ enacted (amongst other things), that any person not being a 
criminal lunatic within tlie meaning of said last recited Act, and removed from a 
gaol to a district lunatic asylum by and under the authority of said Act, may be 
discharged therefrom on a medical certificate that such person has become of 
sound mind, and has ceased to be and is not a dangerous lunatic or dangerous 
idiot. 

We do hereby, by virtue of the said Acts, order and direct that the said Bridget 
M'Creedy shall be removed to the District Lunatic Asylum at Clonmel, now under 
your charge, there to remain in confinement until it shall be duly certified by 
medical certificate that said Bridget M'Creedy has become of sound mind, or has 
ceased to be, and is not a dangerous lunatic or dangerous idiot. 

And for so doing this shall be your warrant. 

Given at Her Majesty's Castle of Dublin, the 25th day of September 1865. 

By his Excellency’s command, 

To the Governors of the District (signed) Thomas A. Larcom. 

Lunatic Asylum at Clonmel. 
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— No. 3.— 

Under Secretary to Governor of Nenagli Gaol. 

gjj. Dublin Castle, 25 September 1865. 

I am” directed by tire Lord Lieutenant to signify his Excellency’s desire that 
you will transmit Bridget M’Creedy, committed as a Dangerous Lunatic to 
the gaol under your charge, to the Clonmel District Lunatic Asylum (together 
with all papers having reference to the case, except the warrant of committal, 
of which a copy should be sent), to be there detained until further order. 

I am, &c. 

To the Governor of the (signed) Thomas A. Larcom. 

Gaol at Nenah. 



— No. 4. — 

Jlfai-p Paym to the Lord Lieutenant. 

To His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant General, and General Governor 
of Ireland. 

The Memorial of Mary Payne of Nenagh, County of Tipperary. 



Respectfully showeth — 

That your memorialist has a niece, wife to one Robert M'Creedy of Nenagh, 
who is a shoemaker, and from the ill-treatment that she received from her 
unnatural husband she got into a delirium or horrors, from the influence of 
liquor which she was brought to from persecution. 

And that unnatural husband got a doctor to certify that she was insane, and 
the husband swore she was dangerous to society, and procured a committal for 
her unfortunate niece to the Lunatic Asylum, to where she was sent on the 29th 
September instant, from the Nenagh Gaol. . „ , , ^ 

And vour memorialist’s niece, Bridget M’Creedy, is now m a perfect state 
of sanity when leaving the Gaol of Nenagh ; and memorialist most humbly hope 
that your Excellency will be most graciously pleased to direct the Governor of 
the Asylum to cause an investigation to be made, by a medical inquiry into the 
sanity "of her niece, and not allow her unnatural husband to make a victim of 
her under a false pretence (and the father and mother and relatives will receive 
the afflicted captive with open arms). 



And your memorialist shall as in duty bound for ever pray. 

Nenagh. County of Tipperary. (signed) Mary Payne. 

30 September 1865. 



— No. 6.— 

Under Secretary to Mary Payne. 

M rv Pavne Dublin Castle, 3 October 1866. 

I AM^ directed by the Lords Justices to inform you, in reply to your memorial 
of the 30th ultimo, praying for the discharge of Bridget M Greedy from the 
Clonmel District Lunatic Asylum, that the Governors have power to discharge 
her whenever she is duly certified to be no longer a Dangeious Lunatic. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) T.'homo.t Lo/tcotn. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE 



— No. 6.— 

Mr. Bagwell to Under Secretary. 

Dear Sir, . Marlfield, Clonmel, 14 November 1865. 

At our Lunatic Asylum Board tbis day a vvoraan, by name. Bridget M‘Creedv 
was brought before me by Dr. I'lynn, the Resident Medical Superintendent to 
be discharged. The woman was sent here from Nenagb Gaol by a warrant 
from the Lord Lieutenant. Dr. Flynn gives it as his deliberate opinion, formed 
after careful daily inspection since tlie 29th September last, that the woman 
neither is or was, at any time since that, the least insane': he also .states that the 
turnkeys who brought her from Nenagh to Clonmel stated to him that she 
showed no symptoms of insiinity whatsoever whilst under their care. The 
woman states she was not brought before any magistrates, and was not examined 
by a medical man. She seems to me to be perfectly sane. I/nder these circum- 
stances I trust you will mention the matter to his Excellency, or take such steps 
as you may think proper to have the case properly sifted j at present it bears a 
most suspicious aspect. 

Yours, &c. 

Sir T. Larcom, k.c b., (signed) John Bagwell, 

kc. &c. &c. 



— No. 7.— 



Dr. Flynn to Inspectors of Lunatics. 

District Lunatic Asylum, 

Sir, 22 November 1865. 

In reply to your letter of 21st instant, requesting, by desire of the Inspectors 
of Lunatic Asylums, “ a report on the case of Mrs. Bridget M'Creedy, and par- 
ticularly as to her condition of mind when she arrived at this asylum,” I have 
the honour to say that probably the most satisfactory report on this case that I 
can make is to transmit a copy of my medical notes, in my medical journal, 
taken at the period of her admission, and carried on from time to time to 14th 
November 1865. 

I have, &.C. 

(signed) James Flynn^ m.d,, t.c.d., 

Resident Medical Superintendent, 

W. J. Corbett, Esq., District Lunatic. Asylum, Clonmel. 

Chief Clerk, 

Asylum Office, Castle. 



Medical Report, No. 176.— Civil Report, 1280. 

Bridget M'Ckeedy. 

Received on the 29th September 1865-, under Warrant of His Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland. 

This patient came in on above day. Statement, of attendant who accompanied her, 
“showed no symptoms of insanity.” 1 closely examined her in presence of Matron, Mrs. 
Eel). Every reply calm, collected, rational. I gave her specially in charge to the matron, 
to test hy every possible way her state of mind. 

Dr. Shiell, the Consulting Physician, visited her. Agreed with me. We resolved^ to 
make no comments, but watch the case till we had satisfied ourselves, as from the following 
it seemed a sad affair, if true. 

She stated that she had been visited by a -Dr. Cailahan, who only looked in on her m a 
room ; was then brought in a covered car to gaol. Saw no magistrates, in fact from her 
statement appeared to have been hardly treated. Husband jealous, with usual con- 
sequences. 

October 14ih. Watched most closely and carefully. Saw no shadow of grounds to say 
that she was, on admission, insane. A case for- the Boaid. 

1st November 
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1 st November 18G5. No treatment except some mild aperients. Continued calm, 
collected, and rational. 

14 th November 1865. Brought m my certificate before Board for discharge. She 
repeated, verbatim,. to Mr. Bagwell^ m-p., the only member -who attended, everything before 
stated to Dr. Shiell, to myself, and to the matron. 

: Ordered for .discharge. 

J. F. 



I6lh November 1866. — Husband came fur her. Most urgent to get her away; but as 
new maiter arose in consequence, of Mr. Bagwell h iving stated that ‘‘ he. would bring, the 
affair before the Executive,” I fell back on Rule 16, which requires a discharge by a Board 
ouly, and banded her husband a notice to that effi-ct. . She was called before Board of 21 si> 
summoned under Rule 2, and again recapitulated her former statements. 

“ Oi dered for immediate discharge.” 

(signed) J. Flynn, 

Resident Medical Superintendent, 

22 November 1S66. District Lunaiit Asylum,, Clonmel. 



- No. 8. — 

Inspectors of Lunatics to Under Secretary. 

Office of Lunatic Asylums, Dublin Castle,. - 
30 November 1865. 

The Inspectors haTe the' honour to state, with reference to the letter of Mr.. 
Bagwell, M.P., in the case of Bridget M‘Creedy, that the committal, a copy of 
which i.s with the file annexed, is perfectly correct and formal, as also the 
medical certificates of her insanity'. 

The Inspectors communicated with the committing magistrates as to her 
statement that she. had not been brought before them, and from their reply, 
appended, it appears that “all the usual. and necessary forms were gone 
through.” 

The Under Secretary, (signed) Geo. W. HatchelL 

&c. fee. &c. 



Enclosure in No. 8. 

Mr. Fleming to Inspectors of Lunatics. 

Sir, Nenagh, 25 November 1866. - 

. Iw reply to your, communication of ibe 21 st instant, respecting the .committal of the 
woman called Bridget M'Creedy as a dangerous lunaiic to -the gaol of Nenagii, I beg to 
ififuiTO you, for the infornration of the Inspectors, that all the usual and necessary forms 
were duly gone through in her. case, and -that the fact of her being a lunatic and dangerous 
to be left at large, was not only certified to by one medical man, but by three medical imen^ 
viz: Dr..-.Calaban, Dr. .Spain, and Dr. Frith, the latter being the Surgeon -to the Nehagh 
gaol. 

I have, &c. 

W, J. Corbett, Esq., Chief Clerk, (signed) John Flemivgi.R.v.. 

Office of Lunatic Asylums, Dublin Castle. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE 



— No. 9. — 

The Under Secretary to Mr. Bagwell, m.p. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 5 December 1865 

I AM directed by the Lord Lieutenant to inform you, in reply to your letter of 
the 14th ultimo, that it appears that Bridget M'Creedy was duly brought before 
the magistrates, Mr. Poe and Mr. Fleming, r.m., by whom she was committed to 
the gaol of Nenagh, as a dangerous lunatic, upon tbe sworn information of her 
husband and the certificate of Dr. Spain ; and that her dangerous insanity was 
also certified after her committal by Dr. Frith, the Surgeon of the Nenaa;h Gaol 
and Dr. Spain. Mr. Fleming states, moreover, that Dr. Calahan gave a similar 
certificate. Her aunt applied to his Excellency for her discharge from the 
Clonmel District Lunatic Asylum, by a memorial dated 30th September, and 
was informed on the 3d October that the governors of the asylum had power to 
discharge her whenever she was duly certified to be no longer a dangerous 
lunatic. 

I am, &c. 

John Bagwell, Esq., m.p., (signed) Thus. A. Larcom. 

&c. &c. &c. 



— No. 10. - 

Dr. Flynn to the Under Secretary. 

District Lunatic Asylum, Clonmel, 
Sir, 13 December 1865. 

I HAVE been directed by the Board of Governors of this Asylum to forward to 
you, for the consideration of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the enclosed 
minute. 

Mr. Bagwell’s autograph document, if necessary, shall be forwarded, signed 
by the Chairman of the Board of yesterday, 12th December 1865. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) James Flynn, m.d., 

Resident Medical Superintendent, 
District Lunatic Asylum, 

Major General Sir T. A. Larcom, k.c.b., Clonmel. 

Castle, Dublin. 



Enclosure in No. 10. 

Board Minute, drawn up by Mr Bagwell, m.p., and signed by Chairman for transmission 
to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 

The Board of Governors of the Clonmel District Lunatic Asylum having had before 
them the reply of Sir Thomas Larcom to the letter of their chairman, Mr. Bagwell, upon 
the subject of the committal of Bridget M'Creedy as a dangerous lunatic to Nenagh Gaol, 
and her subsequent removal to the .Asylum under warrant from the Lord Lieutenant, beg 
to state that they consider that reply by no means satisfactory. The woman’s positive 
statement to the Board “that she was not brought before the committing magistrates, nor 
examined (except in the most cursory manner) by the attesting physicians,” together with 
the deliberately recorded opinion of the Resident Medical Superintendent and the Visiting 
Physician, thai the woman in question neither at the time of her reception into the Asylum, 
nor during her confinement there, ever exhibited the slighest symptoms of insanity, which 
opinion is also supported by the statement made to Dr. Fiynii by the officers from Nenagh 
Gaol who brought the woman to Clonmel, that during the time she was under their charge 
she was perfectly in right mind, present such features, that the Governors of this Institution, 
upon their own behalf and that of the public, as well as for the justification of the commit- 
ting magistrates and attesting physicians, feel called upon in the most respectful manner 
to urge the Lord Lieutenant to direct a most searching investigation into this case. 

(signed) W. H. Riall, Chairman. 

(A true copy) 

(signed) James Flynn, m.d., t.c.d.. 

Resident Medical Superintendent. 

13 December 1866. District Lunatic Asylum, Clonmel. 
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— No. 11. — 

The Under Secretary to Mr. Fleming. 

Transmit the papers to Mr. Fieming, Resident Magistrate. In his letter to 
the Inspectors he states, that “ all the usual and necessary forms were gone 
through.” He will observe that it is stated by the Governors of Clonmel 
Lunatic Asylum that Bridget MUreedy denies that she was brought before any 
niatristrateso Mr. Fleming will be so good as to state distinctly whether she 
\ras brought before him and the other committing magistrate, and whether 
separately or together. 

With respect to her medical examination, Mr. Fleming states that her insanity 
was certified by three medical men. The names of only two of them appear on 
the papers. Dr. Calahan’s name being absent, and only one (Dr. Spain) appears 
to have certified before the committal. It appears that she does not now deny 
having been medically examined, but says it was done in the most cursory 
manner. As it is of great importance to have the truth of the allegations made 
by her established or refuted, Mr. Fleming is requested to inquire what grounds 
the medical gentlemen had for believing her to be dangerously insane. 

14 December 1865. (signed) Thomas A. Larcom. 



— No. 12.— 

Mr. Fleming to the Under Secretary. 

Nenagh, 19 December 1865. 

Bridget M‘Creedy was never in a fit state to bring before me or any other 
magistrate ; from the day I committed her until her transmission to Cloumel she 
was outrageous and violent in her conduct. 

I send a statement from each of the three doctors, stating on what grounds 
they formed their opinion of her being a dangerous lunatic. 

The Under Secretary, (signed) John Fleming, r.m. 

Dublin Castle. 



Enclosures in No. 12. 

Surgeon Frith to Mr. Fleming. 

Nenagh, 18 December 1866. 

I HAVE to acknowledge receipt of your communication of 17th instant, requesting me to 
state, for the information of the Under Secretary, on what grounds I formed _my opinion 
that M’Creedy, who was committed to Clonmel Asylum, was a dangerous lunatic. 

In reply, 1 beg to state that I formed my opinion- from the following facts 

I had known the woman some time previously, having been consulted by her on different 
occasions for complaints which were quite imaginary, anti from her general conduct and 
manner on those occasions I thought her insane. c -n 

When I first saw her at the gaol, after her committal upon the medical certificate ot Dr. 
Calahan of this town, I found her much excited, talking in the most incoherent rambling 
manner using violent threats towards lier husband, who she accused of having ruinSd her, 
being under the delushm that she was affected with a disease communicated by him, ot 
which, on examination, I found not the slightest existence, I was abo informed that she 
threatened to destroy herself. Under these circumstances, I concluded she was a dangerous 
lunatic, and gave certificate accordingly. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Geo. Frith, 

John Fleming, Esq., r.m., Nenagh. Surgeon, Nenagh Gaol. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE 



Dr. Calahan’s Opinion. 

Thk opinion I gave previous to the committal of Mrs. M'Creedy was formed bv in 
deep sense of her insanity on that day. The following facts may elucidate to some decree 
her then state. ® 

My attenlion was directed to her by the townspeople, she having gone through the most 
populous street in a state of half nudity ; her private person exposed to a crowd of bovs 
and girls around her, she shouting out at the same time that her husband had infected her 
with a certain disease. She kept pointing this out to the bystanders with one hand, while 
she kept her underclothes raised above her waist with the other. ' 

I got the police to coax her home, she having strenuously refused to go with others who 
knew her well, and, having followed her there, on close examination I found her complaints 
existed only in her own diseased mind. She was very violent, and her immediate attendants 
related to me several attempts of hers at self-destruction, and of her having drank off a 
large quantity of her own urinal secretion from the vessel she passed it into. 

Her aunt, Mrs. Payne, met me outside the outside doo-r on that morning, and earnestlv 
besought of me to have her removed, else she would kill herself, or some one else. 

(signed) Francis Calahan, 

Nenagh, 16 December 1865. Physician and Surgeon. 



Surgeon Spain to Mr. Fleming. 



. __ Nenagh, 18 December 1865. 

iVlY reasons tor considering Bridget M'Creedy a dangerous lunatic were, first, her always 
excitable appearance. She w'as constantly sending to my establishment for the most nauseous 
medicines to destroy worms, being under the •delusion they were always gnawing her 
stomach. She carried that delusion so far as to inform me her stomacli was opened in 
Dublin by ihe doctors there, and several worms taken from it. 

Her husband informed' me that a short time before her committal s'be caught him by the 
throat one night while in bed, said he was the devil, and should leave the house at once, or 
she would destroy him. He had to lemain outside the house all night with his child. 

Her demeanour and language while in prison here were sucli as to leave no doubt of her 
insanity on my mind. 



John Fleming, Esq., e.m., Nenagh. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Thomas Spain, 

Surgeon. 



— No. 13. 

The Under Secretary to Mr. Fleming. 

Mr. Fleming, 

The question is not whether she was brought before a magistrate after her 
committal, but whether the statement in the committal is correct, that the 
magistrates vrere satisfied that she was a dangerous lunatic on view and examina- 
tion^ of her. Was she seen and examined by the magistrates before they committed 
her? If not, the committal was clearly illegal. 

20 December 1 865.- (signed) Thomas A. Larcom. 



— No. 14.— 

Mr. Flemiiig to the Under Secretary. 

Nenagh, 22 December 1865. 

I HAVE known Bridget M ‘Greedy to be insane for many months before her 
committal. A few days before, her husband swore she was a dangerous lunatic; 
she came to me to prefer a complaint against him. I examined her, and from the 
wild and incoherent manner she exhibited, I had no doubt she was in a state of 
lunacy, and most likely to commit an. act of violence, particularlv against her 
husband. ' h J 6 

The Under Secretary, (signed) John Fleming,^' 

Dublin Castle. 
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_No. 15.— \ 

The Under Secretary to Mr. Fleming. 1 

Mr Fleming, ;j 

The question is still unanswered. Was she brought before the two committing 
magistrates, as stated in the committal ? I 

23 December 1865. (signed) Thomas A. Laixom. 



— No. IG. — 

Mr. Fleming to the Under Secretary. 

Nenagh, 29 December 1865. 

I HAVE the honour to state, for the information of his Excellency, that Bridget 
M‘Creedy was not brought before me or any other magistrate ■ before she was 
committed to the gaol at Nenagh as a dangerous lunatic. 

The Under Secretary, &c. (signed) John Fleming, r.m. 

Dublin Castle. 



__No. 17.— 

The Under Secretary to Mr. Fleming. 

His Excellency feels it his duty to express his great regret that you did not, in 
the first instance, state the circumstances with sufficient distinctness, as it is now 
admitted that Mr. Bagwell’s complaint of the woman having been committed 
without having been, in the first instance, brought before the magistrates, is correct 
and well-founded. 

30 December 1865. (signed) Thomas A. Larcom. 



— No. 18. — 

The Under Secretary to the Resident Medical Superintendent, 

District Lunatic Asylum, Clonmel. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 26 January 1866. 

Referring to your letter of the 13th ultimo, transmitting copy of a resolution 
of the Board of Governors of the Clonmel District Lunatic Asylum, dated 12th 
December, relative to the case of Bridget M‘Creedy, I am directed by the Lord 
Lieutenant to acquaint jmu, for the information of the Board, that further inquiry 
having been made into her case, the result has been to establish on the oue hand 
her unquestionable insanity at the time of her committal, and on the other, a 
serious neglect on the part of the committing magistrates of the precaution which 
the Legislature has required to be taken in such cases. 

The detailed statements of three medical gentlemen are such as to leave no 
doubt of the insanity of Bridget M'Creedy, which appears to have been i)ublicly 
exhibited at Nenagh ; and Mr. Fleming states that he had known her to be 
insane for many months before her committal. That a few clays previously she 
preferred a complaint to him against her husband, and that he then examined 
her, “ and from the wild and incoherent manner she exhibited he had no doubt 
she w'as in a state of lunac}', and most likely to commit an act of violence, par- 
ticularly against her husband.” The fact? stated in the committal, as having 
been sworn to by her husband, are amply sufficient to justify her committal as a 
dangerous lunatic. It appears, however, that she was not brought before the 
committing magistrates, and her committal was consequently illegal. The 
statement in my letter of the 5th December to Mr. Bagwell, that she was brought 
before them, was grounded on one by Mr. Fleming, that “all the^ usual and 
necessary forms w'ere gone through,” an assertion which cannot be justified in 
view of thefacts above stated. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Thomas A. Larcom. 

The Resident Medical Superintendent, 

District Lunatic Asylum, 

Clonmel. 
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